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Overview Statement:
Describe your vision and priorities for E-12 publiceducation in Minnesota.

The key to long term economic success in Minneisodahighly skilled workforce. A strong
economy is built on the foundation of an excellethication system including early childhood,
K-12 and higher education.

Minnesota schools face a variety of challengesdkaerve attention from the next Governor. In
order to prepare our students for the global ecgndtmnesota must: close the achievement
gap, fund full-day kindergarten, create a systerfuoding for early childhood education, help
districts deal with declining enrollment, and st policies and pay scales that attract the best
and brightest into the teaching profession.

As Governor | will continue to pursue a compreheagiducation funding reform system that
will provide stable, equitable investments stat@yighile providing substantial property tax
relief. This funding reform will also fully fund éhstate share of kindergarten and special
education, and would help simplify formulas for gohdistricts across the state.

| believe we must ensure every child is ready fod&rgarten. Research shows that when
students receive a strong early-childhood educatieclose the achievement gap and save
dollars down the road in education, health carepardic safety. We need a system of early
childhood funding to achieve this goal.

Education should not end at high school graduatimwever, right now Minnesota has the
second-highest tuition rate for two-year collegethe nation. The steep cost of higher
education is contributing to an opportunity gapdar students. As Governor | will turn this
trend around.

| also believe it is critically important that Miagsota’s next Governor have a strong personal
connection to our public schools. | am a produd¥lahkato Public Schools, and | was delighted
that many of my former teachers joined me at myoannement on my family’s farm earlier this
year. My mother was a teacher, and my sister arbbmy sisters-in-law teach in public
schools. My children attend Minneapolis Public Sulkpand will continue to do so after | am
elected Governor.

Briefly describe your experience working on educatin issues.

As Speaker of the House of Representatives, | hsade education a top priority and worked to
provide over $800 million in new funding in 200h (&crease totaling 8%, the original House
bill increased funding by 9.4%). Under my leadgoskiie House of Representatives consistently
supported legislation to establish and fund all-kiagergarten.
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| created an Early Childhood Education Finance Cdtamin the House to give this area of
critical importance needed attention in our budgting and policy making. | championed and
successfully held an Early Childhood Education Sutnem January 28, 2009 where over 200
people gathered in the Minnesota House Chambezaobavid Lawrence discuss Florida’s
commitment to early education.

In 2007, we increased special education funding@$ and in 2009, the new Minnesota
Miracle passed by the House would have fully funttedstate’s 68% share of special education
costs.

From 2007-2009, House Democrats defeated on theddBloor more than 50 attempts by
Republican members to weaken education legislation.

Funding:

In 2003, Governor Pawlenty appointed a task forceat develop recommendations for
reforming Minnesota’s education funding system. Lgislators and education organizations
used the task force report to develop the “New Minasota Miracle” proposal which
includes automatic inflationary increases. Do yosupport this proposal? If not, what is
your plan for reforming Minnesota’s education funding system?

Yes, | am the co-author of the New Minnesota Megmloposal and under my leadership as
Speaker, it passed in the House. The legislationiges a sufficient, stable, and predictable
revenue stream by increasing the basic fundingdéarfrom $5,124 to $7,500 and indexing it

for inflation. The New Minnesota Miracle also furgksveral long-neglected needs, such as full-
day kindergarten, special education, Limited EmgRsoficiency, and transportation. Finally, the
bill includes several provisions that address negjialifferences and needs in order to ensure that
funding is equitable across the state. As Governaeil] insist on equitable, sustainable,
predictable and sufficient funding for education.

Do you support funding for all-day, every day kindegarten and for expanding high quality
early childhood learning opportunities in our public schools?

Yes. | support funding for all-day, every day kengarten and expanding high quality early
childhood learning opportunities in our public solso | will work to build a system of early
childhood funding for high quality birth to five ggramming statewide, and as Governor, | will
advocate for and sign into law the New Minnesotaaile.

Tax Policy:

How would you reform state tax policy to stabilizeMinnesota’s fiscal system and ensure
that our E-12 education system has the financial wurces necessary to provide students
with access to high-quality education programs witbut reliance on referendum levies?

As Minnesota rebounds from the worst economicssice the Great Depression, elected
officials will need a variety of tools to balandetstate budget. The key is to develop a clear
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and shared vision for the future of Minnesota vaittocus on achieving excellence in our top
priorities such as education, health care and fehatmn. | support reforms that make the tax
system fair, stable and progressive. | favor am@dd approach to dealing with the budget
deficit. Under my leadership as Speaker, the Hofis&epresentatives passed a balanced budget
that protected priority areas such as educatian frots.

A large part of tax reform for education fundindleie to rebuild our state and local

partnerships — like those with school boards. A é@yponent of the New Minnesota Miracle is
significant property tax reform so that our schdmlslgets are not dependent upon property taxes
or levies.

Standards/Testing:
Should high stakes tests be used to determine whettor not Minnesota students are
granted a diploma?

Students today face a number of tests, based birskaie and federal requirements. | generally
believe that while tests are a piece of the puzebghers need more time and resources to teach
instead of test. Exit exams are not the best metfiedaluating a student’s preparedness for the
world. A teacher, who spends his/her time with gtatlent, can provide a fuller evaluation, and
we should trust our teachers to pass and fail 8tedents. Under my leadership as Speaker of
the House, Minnesota has moved towards a fullduatian of a student’'s and school’s success,
rather than focusing on just one measurement.dr2@9 Omnibus K-12 Finance Bill a value
added growth model in the state’s report card wgdemented. | support the growth model
approach to testing. We should also work to redbesnumbers of tests that do not use the
growth model.

What changes would you recommend to the current stalards and testing requirements in
Minnesota?

| share the concern that testing devours vital tina¢ could otherwise be spent on teaching and
that the data received about the testing often doméate to be used constructively. | have seen
this firsthand as a public school parent. The fai@ncost is also troubling: during a House
committee hearing on testing, one school diststineated that testing can cost as much as $41
per pupil. The financial costs are exacerbated vewbools face unfunded or underfunded
mandates, like in special education and other ategsmy wholehearted belief, that the state
and federal governments should fully fund any ingabtests and mandates. That is just one of
the many reasons | support the Minnesota Miracke¢chvwould increase funding overall for
school districts.

Computer adaptive testing offers flexibility in tasructure. This results in a more complete
picture of a student’s strengths and weaknesseanlhelp direct targeted interventions which
will help maximize educators’ efforts, however matstricts struggle with lack of computer
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equipment. That being said, there are still sonpepand pencil tests that deliver a completely
accurate picture of elements of student performafiod, if we as a state commit to computer
delivery of assessment, we as a state need tallsdtjrts support that commitment.

As Governor | will appoint a Commissioner of Educatwho will go to Washington DC and
seek the strongest waiver from an overburden ¢ihgesA strong, well qualified Commissioner
of Education should be a partner with the Govetagaise achievement statewide.

Achievement Gap/Reform Initiatives:
Please describe your initiatives to “reform” educaibn and/or to narrow the achievement
gap. Please describe how you would fund these iiaitives.

Closing the achievement gap is not only a morakirapve; it is the key to economic success in
our state. | believe Minnesota needs a New Mintaelstiracle. Innovation and reform is most
lasting when it comes from the grassroots — fronrcatbrs, parents and students. We need to
build not only inflation factors but early childhd@ducation into our school funding system, but
achieve a measure of stability in education fundiagss the state. We need to reinvest in long-
neglected needs, such as full-day kindergarteriapeducation, Limited English Proficiency,
and transportation. We need to close Minnesotdigeaement gap, and address once and for all
the regional differences that pit school distrigaiast school district. As Governor | will make
sure all partners are working with school districtglose our achievement gap. We must have
the Department of Education working with the Metitifan Council and an enhanced State
Planning Department to systematically close the gap

We must not ignore how poverty makes the educaamlarger. As Governor | will focus to
make sure we can reverse the trend of a growingnhpgap. We cannot continue with a system
that places so much emphasis on the passage bfdéde@nda just to maintain base services.
We need adequate state funding that creates sgailil encourages innovation in all of our
school districts regardless of geographic diffeesnc



